
Church of the Good Shepherd in Maitland
Bishop Henry Benjamin Whipple of Minnesota had moved to the Maitland area for his 
health. Beginning in 1879 the parlor in his new home was used for Church services. 
Under his guidance and generosity, a new Church was built in 1881 at the lot across the 
street from his home.  It was designed by New York architect Charles C. Haight; and 
built by James McGuire and Joseph McDonald (1) Bishop Young, on a visit the 4th 
Sunday of Lent, 1883, said “This beautiful Church, erected at his own expense by the 
Bishop of Minnesota as a memorial to his son, and which has been recently completed, 
was crowded to overflowing , notwithstanding both the Roman Catholic and Methodist 
Bishops, by a singular coincidence, were officiating at the same hour, at their respective 
places of worship. This was gratifying as showing the hold which the Church has al-
ready gained upon the major part of that intelligent and interesting community”. (2,p54) 
On March 17th 1883, Bishop Whipple consecrated the Church.  It continued in usage till 
1967 when a new Church was built next door, with the old Church becoming a 
chapel.(1)

Exterior features of the Church include board and batten walls with triangular battens, a 
snow shelf at bottom of walls, lancet windows, and a belfry located directly over the 
altar.(1) 

Interior features include: arch-braced trusses, stain-glass windows (most of which are 
by Charles Booth Studios of London, New York), wainscoting and plaster walls, ventila-
tion openings under the windows (similar to St. Marys at Green Cove Springs), eagle 
lectern symbolizing evangelism.(1)

Sources:

1) Church document “The Historic Chapel of The Church of the good Shepherd”, March 
2011

2) “John Freeman Young, Second Bishop of Florida” by Edgar Legare Pennington
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