
St. Barnabas Episcopal Church of DeLand

Though only founded in 1876, the town of DeLand attracted enough settlers that by 
1882 a Church fund was started. The Rev. Robert Wolseley, from England and recently 
settled in the area, guided the parish during this early stage.(1,pp8-9) He had been a 
friend of Richard Upjohn;  and asked his son Richard M. Upjohn (who had taken over 
the family business with death of his father in 1878) to supply plans for the Church. The 
plans provided were based on those in “Rural Architecture”; but were modified by the 
younger Upjohn at request of the builders. They had been struggling with the timbers 
needed for the original truss design. The Church was dedicated by Bishop Young in 
1884, a few months before his death.(1,pp11-14) It was not consecrated till June 11th, 
1895 by Bishop William Gray who had in 1892 been named Bishop of the new Diocese 
of South Florida.(1,p18) 

The numerous stain-glass windows in the Church were originally ascribed to Louis Tif-
fany, but there is more recent evidence that many were manufactured by J & R Lamb. 
There are at least two processes/styles with the windows. Those using cut, colored 
glass being most likely Tiffany’s whereas those that are of the  painted, then fired tech-
nique would be Lamb’s. Reasoning: Tiffany avoided as much as possible the use of the 
painted method.

Over the years, the Church has been heavily modified to accommodate an increasing 
congregation, yet the overall appearance at least of the interior has remained consistent 
- Gothic. In 1909, the new Vicar - Rev. Hibbert Roche - set about adding to the chancel 
area items needed for a more ritualistic service including a tabernacle from Philadelphia 
and a pulpit.(1,p25) Beginning in 1922 and under direction of Professor Litchfield Col-
ton, the nave was extended and an apse was added to sanctuary along with new stain-
glass windows.(1,p32 ) In late 1940s and under direction of architect  Edwin Peek, the 
exterior received asbestos shingles, and the interior was paneled with virgin heart pine 
that had been dredged from the river.(1,p 45) In 1979 a new organ was added.(1.p84) 

Sources:

1) “Our Heritage: the History of St. Barnabas Episcopal Church” by Blanche Mercer 
Fearington, 1982 (with new Preface & color images for 2013 reprinting) 
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